
OAK HARBOR YACHT CLUB  

          NEWSLETTER 

DECEMBER 2011 

FROM THE COMMODORE 

Wow!  Three years on the bridge é it has been an interesting and rewarding journey!  But 

all good times must come to an end. 

A very big ñthank youò to the many volunteers that I have had the pleasure of working with 

- all the Bridge, Directors, and the numerous committee members that make our club such a 

fun and rewarding experience.  

Itôs been a great year and Iôm pleased to report that our Clubôs future is bright, solid and 

secure and in very capable hands.  I look forward to seeing you at the Commodoreôs Ball 

and/or at our Clubôs many functions. 

And remember, OHYC is the very best yacht club in the northwest!  

¦ƴǘƛƭ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ Iƻƻƪ Ψ9Ƴ   Jim  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

For  DECEMBER 

 
 3     Lighted Boat Parade/Potluck 

мл    /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ .ŀƭƭ 

 Board Meeting 

ом    bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ tŀǊǘȅ 

 

 

Plus Monday Night Football 

Wednesday Night BBQ 

Thursday Games and 

Friday Burger Nights 

 

 

AT THE HELM  

Commodore: 

          Jim Byrne 

Vice Commodore: 

          Steppe Williford 

Rear Commodore: 

          Bob Greathead 

Secretary: 

         Patty McKinnon 

Treasurer: 

         Paige Stanley 
 

Board of Directors: 

        Avis Berney 

        Bob Nelson 

        Lori Rhodenbaugh 

        George Smith 

        Melinda White 

        Steve Williams  

MONDAY NIGHT 

FOOTBALL & POTLUCK 

HAPPY HOUR PRICES! 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  DEC. 12 

SEND TO TOM & BARB DUMIT: 

tbdumit@comcast.net 

OHYC CLUBHOUSE CLOSED  

DEC. 20 -30  

BUY YOUR NEW YEARõS EVE TICKETS EARLY 
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FROM  THE  VICE COMMODORE  

The end of 2011 is rapidly approaching and the holidays will be upon us before you know it.  I thought the Elections Dinner was a 

fantastic event, many thanks to Vel, Vicka and their entire for putting out a great dinner and many thanks to all of you who came 

and participated in the annual event.  Over 120 Members came to feast on turkey, ham and all the trimmings.  Amazing how a free 

dinner seems to attract so many Members! 

The voting went well and we had a significant number of absentee ballots sent in before the dinner.  Both the 2012 budget and the 
dues increase was approved which will help significantly with our efforts next year to balance our budget and start putting money 

away for future capital improvements.  Thank you for supporting the Executive Boardôs recommendations.   

As my year as Vice Commodore draws to an end there are a number of people I would like to recognize for their outstanding con-

tributions this past year: 

The House Committee, which is charged with establishing policies and procedures for the Club, worked long and 

hard to come up with a revised Operations Manual and a series of new guidelines on the conduct of the various 
committees around the Club.  My sincere thanks go to House Committee members Dan Wright, Melinda 

White and Sue Karahalios for their untiring support and many contributions.  

We need to send thanks to Barb and Tom Dumit who do a great job each month trying to get your officers to sub-
mit their columns and articles in a timely manner and get the Newsletter published.  They have done a wonder-

ful job over the years and we are very fortunate to have them.  

Sue Karahalios has two very important jobs that deserve our deepest appreciation.  Sue takes care of sending notes 

and acknowledgments to Members who are experiencing health issues and coordinates the Clubôs memorial 
recognition of Members who have passed away.  This is a tough job and she does it with style and grace.  Sue 

also has handled the printing and mailing of our Newsletters.  She has an unofficial following of Members who 

help fold, tape and address all the Newsletters each month.  This is a big job and she was a significant advocate 
for moving the distribution of the Newsletter to an email notification.  

I am very pleased with the transition to an electronic version of the Club Newsletter.  This was accomplished with 

the help of Sue Karahalios, Barb and Tom Dumit, Ed Crelly, Barb Wright, Melinda White and Joan Minckler.  
As of this writing we only have 14 Members who have requested printed and mailed copies of the Newsletter.  

This will result in a savings on both the cost of printing and the cost of postage. 

Our Membership Chair Melissa Wissel has done an absolutely fantastic job of energizing the new Member pro-

cess.  Sheôs the one who suggested the Family Fun Days and encouraged more families with kids to join in 
with activities at the Club.  Melissa will be stepping down in December as she, Jeff and Ethan look towards 

their next permanent change of station.  Lori Rhodenbaugh has graciously agreed to assume the Membership 

Chair role for the Club.  A big, BIG thank you to Melissa for a job well done. 
We need to thank the Publicity Committee with Jack and Cathy Casey, Avis Berney, Fern Miller, Melinda White 

and Sally Crelly for they have done a great job getting our name out there and working the local media. 

Barb Wright, Julie Williams and Ricki Greathead deserve our devotion and thanks for their continued efforts with 

the social calendar. 
Finally, we all need to thank our professional staff ï the people who make this a truly great Club.  Vel, Vicka, Jeff 

our former manager, Bob Mitchell our new manager, Shelley, Laura and Heather, our bartenders, and all the 

catering staff.  We are really very lucky to have them working here. 

Steppe Williford, Vice Commodore 

360-279-1551   steppen@frontier.com 

   
DO YOU HAVE OLD RED  
 NAME TAGS? 
 
The round club logo on the tag costs us $2.25.  
The badges, if no longer in use, are certainly for 
you to keep;.  However, if you have no need for 
them there is a recycle box sitting on our entry 
bookshelf. 
 
Thanks,  The Cost Savings Guru 

See more fun Halloween pictures on 

our website:  ohyc.org 
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FROM THE REAR COMMODORE  

  See you at the Commodoreôs Ball!   Bob 

PLEASE  WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: (sponsor) 

Sherry & Ron Rhinehart (Frank Gallo) 
 

Prospective New Members:  (sponsor) 

 

Bev & Jeff Campbell (Barb and Dan Wright) 

Susan & Hal Hovey (Avis Berney) 
 

Congratulations to all 2011 New Membership Sponsors!  You sponsored a 

total of 35 new membership certificates this year (including the Campbells 

and the Hoveys)!!! NICE WORK! 
 

  

Note: I am stepping down as the Membership Chair due to increased responsibilities of squadron life as the spouse of the Com-
manding Officer.  Also, we will be moving by June of this coming year - something I try not to think about too much... I would like 
to thank you for the opportunity to serve as the Membership Chair for this past year.  I treasure the friendships I've made in this 
our second time around here at the club (and our THIRD tour at NAS Whidbey Island) and I look forward to enjoying the remain-
ing time we have here -    

As I pass the duties of Membership Chair back to Lori Rhodenbaugh, I would like to encourage each and every one of you to con-
sider participating in the Membership Committee and the membership process of Oak Harbor Yacht Club.  It has been a tremen-
dous year and I have loved EVERY minute of being the Membership Chair!  What a great way to meet the new faces and connect 
with the folks who are already members. My hope for what I leave behind is to see enthusiastic participation from our new mem-
bers, continued and increased interest and participation from our current members, as well as reaching out to our "family" mem-
bers - the club truly is a great family-friendly place!  Get those kids and bring 'em down to Burger Night!!  We have a Wii, you 
know!!!        Melissa Wissel 

MEMBERSHIP CORRECTIONS: 

Martha Yount has joined as an indi-
vidual member.  Ron Yuont is her  
son, not to be mistaken as her 
spouse/co-member.  My apologies 
for the misprint. 

And from Mark Buchholz 

Penny and I are pleased to be new 
members and look forward to be-
coming active in the Club.  Our last 
name has been misspelled.  Please 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ά.ǳŎƘƘƻƭȊέΦ 

Thanks Much  

NOTICE:  THE BUDGET PASSED.  THE DUES INCREASE PASSED. 

AND ALL THOSE RUNNING FOR OFFICE WERE ELECTED. 

 

SEE THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER FOR MORE DETAILS. 

 

/ha9 ¢h ¢I9 /haah5hw9Ω{ .![[ !b5 a99¢ ![[ ¢I9 b9² hCCL/9w{Φ 
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CRUISE FLEET:   

The Lighted Boat Parade will be Saturday December 3rd. 
This will be the last cruise Fleet event of the year. Ellen 

and I will host the Oak Harbor Yacht Club Pirates for this event. We will 

be in costume and in a party mood.  

 

Sunset is at 4:18 PM. We would typically start to form up about sunset 
and depart for the Coupeville wharf around 4:30 PM. We should be 
returning back to the marina around 7:00 PM. There will be prizes for 

best decorated sailboat, and the best decorated powerboat. 

 

Following the parade there will be a potluck dinner at the clubhouse. 
The Cruise Fleet will provide turkey or ham, with every one bringing 
side dishes. There is no charge for this event. At past potlucks people 
have either brought a special dish in their family or an ethnic holiday 
dish to share with everyone. We have had some sumptuous feasts in 

past years. 

Pat Harman, Cruise Fleet Captain   

ppharman@yahoo.com 360-682-5110 

      

                               2011 CRUISE SCHEDULE  

Dec. 3 OHYC Lighted Boat Parade Byron Skubi 

Oak Harbor Youth Sailing  

 

It won't be long and the holidays will be a thing 

of the past. Shake off the winter "blahs" and plan 

to attend the Oak Harbor Youth Sailing's Wine 

Tasting fundraiser. It is scheduled for January 

28th at the Yacht Club. Tickets are $50 per per-

son. A sign-up sheet will be available after 

Thanksgiving at the bar.  Space is limited, but 

we will accommodate as many as we can.  

 

 

Congratulations and thank you 

once again to our volunteers! It 

takes so many to be able to make 

this program affordable to the 

youth and adults in our community. Congratula-

tions to the following who received awards: Gar-

rett Dutcher for Youth Sailor of the Year (he's a 

junior member of OHYC); Denise Buys for Vol-

unteer of the Year; and Craig Cooley for Instruc-

tor of the Year. Again, thank you all who help 

with this program!!! 

SAIL FLEET  

Join the Parade.  Larry Munns,  Sail Fleet Captain   

ljmunns@comcast.net 360 675-3019  

Oak Harbor Yacht Club boat parade kicks off holiday season 

Decorate your boat and join the annual Oak Harbor Yacht Club Lighted Boat Parade scheduled for the evening of Satur-

day, December 3, 2011. As in the past the Lighted Boat Parade  will coincide with the ñGreening of Coupevilleò celebra-

tion.  In case of poor weather the alternate date will be Sunday, December 4. All boat skippers must report to the skippersô 

meeting at 3:00 PM in the lower level Clubhouse of the Oak Harbor Yacht Club. Boats will leave the dock to form the pa-

rade line at 4:30 PM. The parade will pass by the Coupeville pier at approximately 5:30 PM and return to Oak Harbor at 

approximately 7:00 PM. 

After returning to the dock, skippers and crew from participating boats are invited to a potluck dinner in the Clubhouse of 

Oak Harbor Yacht Club. OHYC will be providing a meat dish.  During dinner, trophies will be awarded for the best decorat-

ed power and sailboat.  All boats are welcome regardless of yacht club affiliation. For further information, contact Byron 

Skubi at kbskubi@whidbey.net or 360-675-8696ô 

mailto:ppharman@yahoo.com
mailto:Ljmunns@comcast.net
mailto:kbskubi@whidbey.net
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Dec. 3     Lighted Boat Parade  

Dec. 10    Commodoreõs Ball 

Dec.  31    New Yearõs Eve 

 

OUR SOCIAL COMMITTEE:  

Offers of help, suggestions, questions: 

 Linda Bruner  675-8315 

 Sally Crelly    679-4743 

 Dee deLeeuwe  678-4710  

 Ricki Greathead 279-2704 

 Julie Williams  679-4399 

 Barb Wright  679-7435 

 

Questions or Reservations:  call 360 -675-

1314 or email: theyachtclub@comcast.net  

   

LIGHTED BOAT PARADE 

POTLUCK 

SATURDAY, DEC. 3 

CLUB PROVIDES 

HAM & TURKEY 

BRING A SIDE DISH 

Dinner about 7 pm 

When boats return. 

Parade depends on weather 

But POTLUCK IS FOR SURE! 

COMMODOREõS BALL 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 10  

SOCIAL 6:00 - 7:00 PM  

DINNER:  7:00 PM  

$40 PER PERSON      

TICKETS AT THE BAR  

DEADLINE:  DECEMBER 7  

SEE FLYER FOR MORE DETAILS  

a!Y9 t[!b{ 9!w[¸ Chw b9² ¸9!wΩ{ 9±9 !¢ hI¸/ 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 τ COCKTAILS:  7:00   DINNER:  8:00 

MUSIC BY JEFF LOHMEIER  (See flyer for details) 

$25 PER PERSONτDEADLINE FOR TICKETS:  DEC. 20 

We are going casual this year.  Dinner will be buffet style. 

Club will close Dec. 20 and will not reopen until Dec. 31τSO MAKE YOUR PLANS EARLY. 
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NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION:  SUE KARAHALIOS 

 Thank you one and all for the help in our transition of the Oak Harbor Yacht Club Newsletter going online. It appears the 
membership as a whole was overwhelmingly supportive and able to receive the OHYC news online. I would like to thank 
particularly Barb Dumit for the extra work and new realignment of the articles as formatting is quite different besides all 
of the work she does each month obtaining all of the articles (and helping us edit). Secondly, Ed Crelly our "on the web 
guru" for making this work, as well as, Steppe Williford who really worked to organize all of us involved. Steppe made it a 
priority and put the time in to make it happen to help reduce Club costs and membership accessibility. Melissa Wissel in 
membership gathered and accrued the most current and up to date email addresses and Paige Stanley, treasurer, en-
sured who should still be on the rolls and who should not. It was a team effort and in the long run will be very beneficial 
to each of us as members of OHYC as well as the bottom line of the Club.  On a personal note I also want to thank Barb 
Wright, Maria Hulett, Jeff Hansen, Don Hulett and Bob Greathead for helping to assemble OHYC's last mass paper edi-
tion of the newsletter. Their time and help were really appreciated. Here is to a new era in OHYC newsletters with only 

15 being mailed. I hope this finds you and yours well, thank you, Sue Karahalios 675-6455  skarahalios@oakharbor.net 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FUN TO DO? 

JOIN US ON THURSDAYS  

6:00 PM AT THE CLUB 

 GAMES (BRING YOUR OWN)  

WE ORDER FOOD, COME FED, OR COOK A BURGER BUT WE HAVE FUN! 

Youth Sailing ðSave the Date:  

JAN. 28    

YOUTH SAILING  

WINE TASTING  
 For more information, contact islander1569@comcast.net 

or ljmunns@comcast.net. 

Oak Harbor Yacht Club Buccaneers provide Thanksgiving meals for families 
  
Usually buccaneers are busy looting and pillaging for their own for-
tunes. Not so for the Oak Harbor Yacht Club Buccaneers. As they 
have for the past several years, the Buccaneers have been busy 
putting together Thanksgiving meals for needy families in the Oak 
Harbor area. Each family previously screened through the Oppor-
tunity Council receives a turkey, a ham, stuffing mix, cranberries, 
vegetables, fruit, rolls, and a store certificate. In order to purchase 
the food for the Thanksgiving meals, the Buccaneers raise funds 
through a yearly Bayou themed dinner and white elephant auction 
held in August at the Oak Harbor Yacht Club. 
  
This year the Buccaneers will donate twenty-seven meals making the Thanksgiving holiday a little 
more special for the recipient families. 
  

The Buccaneers are also active in other community events. The Pirate Ship is a fixture in Oak Har-

bor parades as well as on Opening Day which kicks off the boating season at the Oak Harbor Yacht 

Club. The youth Fishing Derby and a Christmas Angel gift tree are also sponsored by the Bucca-

neers. 

mailto:skarahalios@oakharbor.net


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Games Night 

 

2 

Burger Night 

 

3 

Lighted Boat 

Parade 

& Pot luck 

 

CLUB CLOSED SUN-TUES. 

OPEN WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY 

4:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

HOURS MAY VARY FOR  

SPECIAL EVENTS 

(CLUB CLOSES EARLY IF NO ONE THERE) 

4 5 

Monday Night 

Football 

 

6 7 

Steak & Chicken 

BBQ 

Reservations 

 

 

8 

Games Night 

 

9 

Burger Night 

 

10 

/ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ 

Ball 

 

11 12 

Monday Night 

Football 

 

13 

Board Meeting 

 

14 

Steak & Chicken 

BBQ 

Reservations 

***  

Mah Jongg 

10 am 

15 

Games Night 

 

16 

Burger Night 

***  

Social Bridge 

10 am 

17 

18 19 

Monday Night 

Football 

 

20 21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

25 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

26 27 28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 

Eve Party 

 

December 2011 
Questions or Reservations:  call: 360-675-1314 or email: theyachtclub@comcast.net 

CLUB CLOSED 

CLUB CLOSED 
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