
OAK HARBOR YACHT CLUB  

          NEWSLETTER 

FEBRUARY 2012 

FROM THE COMMODORE 

January marks the start of our new Bridge, Executive Board and the beginning of our new 

financial year.  It would be fair to say we have started the year off with a bang.  The social 

calendar for the year has been drafted and Cruise Captain Pete Hillberry has begun planning 

for cruise events. 

The New Yearôs Eve party was an overwhelming success.  We had 98 people in attendance, 

the dinner and service was excellent, thank you Vicka, Vel and your marvelous staff and, of 

course, Shelley and Laura who ran the bar.  The entertainer, Jeff Lohmeier, was a resound-

ing favorite.  I think all 98 people got up and danced when Jeff did ñThe Lion Sleeps To-

nightò (you know ï Wemoweh, Wemoweh).  He was so well received that we are going to 

try and book him for Western Night and maybe even New Yearôs 2013. 

The Executive Board held a special meeting on Saturday, January 7 to start formulating 

goals and objectives for the new year and to share our personal goals.  Avis Berney did an 

absolutely fantastic job of facilitating the meeting.  Thank you, Avis.  And thank you to our 

new board and officers for 2012 for your participation and contributions. 

The Ways and Means Committee, with ten members actively involved, held its first meeting 

in December and broke into teams to examine various financial and revenue areas.  A re-

view and progress report was scheduled for January 17, but was cancelled due to the snow 

storm and rescheduled for January 24. 

Cruise Fleet has organized a bus trip to the Seattle Boat Show on Thursday, February 2.  At 

this writing the trip has been sold out.  After the trip there will be a lasagna dinner for the 

riders.   

Elsewhere in this edition of the Newsletter you will find a list of the various committees and 

their chairs.  Most of the actual work of the Club gets done through the committees and it is 

really important that Members take time to volunteer to serve on the committees.  Decisions 

about cruises, social events, cost of dinners and drinks, education, nominations, facility 

maintenance, staffing and house rules all come from our committees.  If you want to influ-

ence how your Club is run you need to help with the committees.  Please consider volunteer-

ing.  We will only work you as hard as you would like, I promise.  Note that there are still a 

number of vacancies on the committees. 

A final note:  I would like to sincerely thank Bob Mitchell for his help and service.  Bob 

took on the job of being our Club Manager in October and did a fantastic job.  He has decid-

ed that the effort to balance the Club job and his other obligations just didnôt work out.  We 

are fortunate that member Craig Cooley has agreed to take on the job.  Craigôs membership 

will be ñsuspendedò (as was Bobôs) while he is an employee, but he and Virginia will still be 

granted social privileges.  Craig has waded in with both feet and is already deeply involved 

in the management of the Club. 

Steppe Williford, Commodore 

360-672-8170   steppen@frontier.com  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

For  FEBRUARY 

 
Jan 28   Youth Sailing Wine Taste 

Feb 2     Boat Show Bus 

Feb 5     Super Bowl Party 

Feb. 11   Valentine Party 

Feb. 14   Board Meeting 

 

Plus Wednesday Night BBQ 

Thursday Games and 

Friday Burger Nights 

 

 

AT THE HELM  

Commodore: 

          Steppe Williford 

Vice Commodore: 

          Bob Greathead 

Rear Commodore: 

          Dennis Carter 

Secretary: 

         Patty McKinnon 

Treasurer: 

         Paige Stanley 
 

Board of Directors: 

        Avis Berney 

        J.J. Jones 

        Bob Nelson 

        Lori Rhodenbaugh 

        George Smith 

        Steve Williams  

mailto:steppen@frontier.com
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FROM  THE  VICE COMMODORE  

The Bridge and Board of Directors of the OHYC have met 2012 head on.  We gathered January 7 for a very informative 

workshop, facilitated by Avis Berney,  and discussed fiscal, personal, social, and facility goals and objectives for the 

year. 

At the workshop we also talked about the importance of two-way internal and external communications with Members 

to better share ideas and information.  One important source of information is found in our Newsletter.  Great, youôre 

already reading itéé good job!  See the enclosed planning calendar for tentative dates and events.  If you have any 

ideas or suggestions that may further enhance the Club, please take your thoughts to the appropriate committee chair or 

any Bridge member. 

As you should all be aware by now, Craig Cooley is our new Club manager.  He officially started January 1, replacing 

Bob Mitchell.  Craig is learning quickly, and quickly learning that there is a lot more to the job than meets the eye. 

I am proud and grateful for the many of you who chair or are a member of our many committees for 2012.  It is you that 

charts the course to help the OHYC be so successful.  Of course, I blame Steppe for all the meetings, but the truth is 

under his direction we have a solid structure. 

For those of you that didnôt attend the New Years Eve Party you missed out.  Everyone raved at the good time they had.  

I know, as Ricki, Bobby and I were right in the middle of them. 

Come down and enjoy the Club every chance you get and please join us for the Super Bowl Sunday potluck,  

February 5. 

Bob Greathead  

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION AND MEMORIALS:   

Thank you again members!! As of this report we are "snail mailing" only 26 newsletters.  Hopefully, you are able to clear-
ly read and stay current on all of the events your Club is sponsoring in your behalf thanks to either the "snail mail" or 
email distribution. I also thank the many members who are continuing to take the time to ensure that we as a Club help 
any member who may need us due to illness or loss. Please continue to send those emails and make those phone calls 
when you know the Club should be on top of helping. Thank you for a tremendous start to our new year.   

Sue Karahalios 675-6455  skarahalios@oakharbor.net 

PLEASE  WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: (sponsor) 

 

Prospective New Members:  (sponsor) 

None at this time 
 

 

 9±9b LC ²9 5h I!±9 {bh²Χ 
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BE SURE TO EXTEND THE INVITATION TO FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 

 

mailto:skarahalios@oakharbor.net
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MARCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  FEB. 18 

SEND TO TOM & BARB DUMIT: 

tbdumit@comcast.net 

FROM THE REAR COMMODORE  

  First off I would like to thank Steppe and Bob for making the transition to Rear Commodore effortless.  I now have 

the knowledge and tools to face the rest of the year with confidence. 

Here we are, half way through January, and the snow is up to our calves. But snow or no snow, the BBQ still needs to 
be cleaned and we need your help. This doesnôt need to be a yearlong commitment; just one Monday will help out tre-

mendously. We start at nine in the morning and it usually takes about an hour. (The first Monday of each month is the 

BIG CLEAN and usually takes a little longer.) Of course, more volunteers means less time it takes to clean. Jack Ca-

sey and one of our new Members, Charles (Iôm sorry, I donôt remember his last name) helped out and we really appre-
ciate the work and time they donated. Steve Williams has generously volunteered to help every Monday throughout 

the year. (Steve and I volunteered last year on Bobôs team.)  So come-on down to the club Monday mornings where 

youôll find hot coffee and hot conversation. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board in the hallway or you 

can call me if you would like to volunteer (360-969-2940). 

Dennis Carter 
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CRUISE FLEET:   Cruise Fleet will hold a 
planning session on Friday, January 20 after Burger 

Night.    

SEATTLE BOAT SHOW:  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

BUS LEAVES PARKING LOT AT 8:30 AM 

LEAVES THE SHOW AT 4:00 PM 

LASAGNA DINNER AT CLUB AFTER 

$25 PER PERSON ðPAY BY JAN. 30 

  

 

Call to see if there is space available. 

 

Pete Hillberry, Cruise Fleet Captain 

360-929-3528   pete.dog@live.com 

 

                               2012 CRUISE SCHEDULE  

Jan. 20, 7 pm OHYC Planning Session Pete Hillberry 

Feb. 2 Boat 

show 

See Club for Details  

Oak Harbor Youth Sailing  

Thank you to all who make the Wine Tasting Fund 
Raiser a success. Terri and Ken Hulett organized 
the event for the second year in a row. Thank you, 
Terri and Ken. We hope everyone enjoys them-
selves. Thank you to the donors of auction items, 
raffle items, and the attendees for your generosity. Our goal this 
year is to raise enough funds to purchase another safety/chase 

boat.  

OHYS is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit. For us to offer this program, we 
rely on volunteers who take time out of their employment and/or 
retirement schedule to teach the classes and offer dock-side 
help. The volunteers, coupled with the funds raised at the Wine 
Tasting party, enable Oak Harbor Youth Sailing to offer lessons 
at a very reasonable rate in comparison to other programs 
throughout Puget Sound. We believe we are training the next 
generation of potential yacht club Members and, in fact, have 
seen families join the OHYC as a result of their child/children 
taking these lessons. If you are unable to join us at the party, 
but would like to make a donation, you may do so. Our address 

is OHYS, P.O. 2876, Oak Harbor, WA 98277. 

Stay tuned for 2012 class registration information in next 

monthôs Newsletter. 

 

WINE TASTING FUND RAISER 

JAN. 28 

SAIL FLEET  

I have 6ò of snow in my backyard; it may be a little early in 
the year to be thinking of sailing.  However, I know that the 
season will be on us soon. There will be many new ideas 
and plans that are aroused after attending the Boat Show 
next week.   Our activities kick off with the arrival of daylight 
saving time in the middle of March.  Look for more info in 
next monthôs Newsletter.  Until then keep the heaters on 

and the bilges dry. 

Larry Munns 

ljmunns@comcast.net 360 675-3019  

mailto:pete.dog@live.com
mailto:Ljmunns@comcast.net
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Jan.  28    Youth Sailing Wine Tasting  

Feb.  5      Super Bowl Party  

Feb. 11     Valentines Dinner  

 

OUR SOCIAL COMMITTEE:  

Offers of help, suggestions, questions: 

 Linda Bruner  675-8315 

 Sally Crelly    679-4743 

 Ricki Greathead 279-2704 

 Julie Williams  679-4399 

 Barb Wright  679-7435 

 

Questions or Reservations:  call 360 -675-

1314 or email: theyachtclub@comcast.net  

   

OAK HARBOR YOUTH SAILING  

WINE TASTING  

FUND RAISER 

JAN. 28    

TICKETS:  $50 each     

 At the Newsletter deadline, only a few tickets 
were available.  Please contact Ken and Terri 
Hulett at 675-9361. 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FUN TO DO? 

JOIN US ON THURSDAYS  

6:00 PM AT THE CLUB 

 GAMES (BRING YOUR OWN)  

WE ORDER FOOD, COME FED, OR COOK A BURGER BUT WE HAVE 

FUN! 

SUPER BOWL PARTY 

Sunday, February 5th 

Club will open at 3:00PM 

Happy Hour Drink Prices 

Bring a potluck to share 

 

 

VALENTINE DINNER  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11  

Social: 5:30 -6:30  

Dinner:  6:30  

Prime Rib OR Pork Tenderloin*  

       Tickets $25 pp  

                           Greg Murat  

                            After dinner  

*Indicate choice 
when purchase 
tickets.  See flyer. 

DEADLINE: Feb. 9.   

BRIDGE PLAYERS NEEDED!  

JOIN YOUR PALS ON THE THIRD 

FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH  

FOR FUN AND GOOD CARDS.  

CALL SHERI BLESSING @  675 -4640  

FOR DETAILS  



OHYC 2012 Committee Chairs 

Apparel ï Chair JJ Jones  

Cruise Fleet ï Chair Pete Hillberry 

Buccaneers ï Chair Dan Wright 

Directory publishing _ vacant 

Education ï Chair Bob Nelsen 

Facilities Maintenance ï Chair Dennis Carter,  

History _ Chair Ellen Harman 

House _ Chair Tom Hawkins  

Membership ï Chair Lori Rhodenbaugh 

Memorial ï Chair Sue Karahalios 

Newsletter Publishing ïChairs Barb and Tom Dumit 

 

 

Newsletter Distribution ï Chair Sue Karahalios 

Nominating ï Chair Rex DuPuis 

Public Relations ï Chairs Bob Greathead  

                              and Avis Berney 

Quartermaster ï Chair Tom Hawkins 

Race Week ï Patty McKinnon and Sally Jacobs 

Rendezvous and Regattas ï Chair Larry Munns 

Sail Fleet ï Chair Larry Munns 

Social ï Barb Wright 

Ways and Means ï Chair Steppe Williford 

Web Master ï Chair Ed Crelly and Bob Nelsen 

Reciprocal ï Chair Ed Drum 

 

OHYC Election Results  Saturday, November 19, 2011 
 

Candidate  Total Votes Cast 
Commodore Steppe Williford  169 
Vice Commodore Bob Greathead  168 
Rear Commodore Dennis Carter  168 
Secretary Patty McKinnon  167 
Treasurer Paige Stanley  169 
Director George Smith  163 
Director J.J. Jones  157 

 

Issue Yes Votes  No Votes 

Approve 2012 Budget 154   15 
Approve Dues Increase to $400   99   71 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Steak & Chicken 

BBQ 

Reservations 

 

2 

Games Night 

***  

BOAT SHOW 

BUS 

LEAVES 8:30 

3 

Burger Night 

 

4  

5 

Super bowl 

Potluck  

3 pm 

 

6 7 8 

Steak & Chicken 

BBQ 

Reservations 

 

9 

Games Night 

 

  

10 

Burger Night 

 

11 

Valentine 

Party 

 

12 13 14 

Board Meeting 

 

15 

Steak & Chicken 

BBQ 

Reservations 

 

16 

Games Night 

 

17 

Burger Night 

***  

Social Bridge 

10 am 

18 

19 20 21 22 

Steak & Chicken 

BBQ 

Reservations 

 

23 

Games Night 

 

24 

Burger Night 

 

25 

26 27 28 29 

Steak & Chicken 

BBQ 

Reservations 

 

   

February 2012 
Questions or Reservations:  call 360-675-1314 or email: theyachtclub@comcast.net 

CLUB CLOSED SUNDAY-TUESDAY 

OPEN WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY 

4:00 PM TO 9:OO PM 

HOURS MAY VARY FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 



Oak Harbor Yacht Club 

Planning Calendar for 2012 

Jan 10 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Jan 27- Feb 5   Seattle Boat Show 
Jan 28 (Sat)   OH Youth Sailing Wine Tasting 
Feb 2 (Thurs)   Bus trip to Seattle Boat Show (Cruise Fleet) 
Feb 11 (Sat)   OHYC St Valentine Dinner - Social 5:30 ς Greg Marot entertainment 
Feb 12 (Sun)    {ǘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ aŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ wŜƎŀǘǘŀ ό{ŀƛƭ CƭŜŜǘύ 
Feb 14 (Tue)    OHYC Board Meeting 
Mar 13 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Mar 14 ς May 2 (Wed)  Spring Series Sail Races (Sail Fleet) 
Mar 17 (Sat)   hI¸/ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 
Apr 8 (Sun)   OHYC Easter Brunch 
Apr 10 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Apr 28 (Sat)   Holland Happening 
Apr 29 (Sun)   OHYC Opening Day Brunch 
May 5 & 6 (Sat-Sun)   Round Whidbey Race (Sail Fleet) 
May 8 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
May 9 ς Jun 27 (Wed)   Summer Series Sail Races (Sail Fleet) 
May 10 ς 29 (Tue & Thu)  OH Youth Sailing adult beginning sailing lessons 
May 19 (Sat)   OHYC Armed Forces Day ςLuau 
May 25 ς 28 (Fri ςMon)  Deer Harbor Cruise (Cruise Fleet) 
Jun 9 (Sat)    OHYC Western Night 
Jun 12 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Jun 15 ς 17 (Fri ς Sun)   San Juan 24 North American Championship (Sail Fleet) 
Jun 25 ς 29 (Mon ς Fri)  OH Youth Sailing class, Session 1 
Jul 4 (Wed)   OHYC Fourth of July Picnic and Fireworks 
Jul 4 (Wed)   Firecracker Fourth Regatta (Sail Fleet) 
Jul 10 (Tue3)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Jul 11 (Wed)   Jack and Jill Sail Race (Sail Fleet) 
Jul 14 (Sat)    hI¸/ wŀŎŜ ²ŜŜƪ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΩǎ tŀǊǘȅ 
Jul 14 ς 15 (Sat & Sun)  Dinghies Whidbey Island (DW) races 
July 15 ς 20 (Sun ς Fri)  Whidbey Island Race Week 
Jul 23 ς 27 (Mon ς Fri)  OH Youth Sailing class, Session 2 
Jul 30 ς Aug 3 (Mon ς Fri)  OH Youth Sailing class, Session 3 
Aug 11 ς 12 (Sat ς Sun)  Milltown challenger Sail Race (Sail Fleet) 
Aug 10 ς 12 (Fri ς Sun)  OHYC Cruise to Blakely Island 
Aug 14 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Aug 18 (Sat)   OHYC Bayou Night 
Sep 5 ς 26 (Wed)   Dinghy Series races (Sail Fleet) 
Sep 11 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Sep 15 (Sat)   OHYC Autumn Wine Tasting 
Sep 21 ς 23 (Fri ς Sun)  Bowman Bay Surf and Turf Cruise (Cruise Fleet) 
Oct 6 -7 (Sat and Sun)   Scott Cline Regatta (Sail Fleet) 
Oct 9 (Tue)    OHYC Board Meeting 
Oct 13 (Sat)   OHYC Business Meeting and Nominations Dinner 
Oct 27 (Sat)   OHYC Halloween Party 
Nov 13 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Nov 17 (Sat)   OHYC Election Dinner 
Dec 1 (Sat)    Lighted Boat Parade (Cruise Fleet) 
Dec 8 (Sat)    hI¸/ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ .ŀƭƭ 
Dec 11 (Tue)   OHYC Board Meeting 
Dec 31 (Mon)   hI¸/ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ tŀǊǘȅ 

 

Dates and events may change as the year progresses. 




